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WASHINGTON, Dec. 10- 
President Nixon [pledged to- 
night to work harmoniusly 
with Democrats -and Republi- 
cans in the new Congress, and 
said he would conduct no 
further purges of members of 
his own party as he did in 
the midtern elections against , 
Senator Charles E. Goodeli of 
New York. 

At his first news conference i 
in four months, Mr. Nixon said 
that he wished to put the cam- 
paign behind him. 

“I personally expect to sup- 
port all of those Republicans 
who may be running fbr the 
.United States Senate in 1972, 
if they want my support,” he 
said. [Question 27, Page 32.] 

Mr. Nixon seemed in a gen- 
erally counciliatory mood. He 
repudiated Vice Priesdent Ag- 
new’s “pablum” description of 
the Scranton Commission re- 
port on student unrest^ said 
some friendly words about the 
deposed Secretary of the In- 
terior, Walter J. Hickel; prom- 
ised to seek broader contacts 
with the press, and conceded 
that he had not made “as much 
progress as I would like” in 
ending division in the country, j 


Generation Gap 

“Divisions in this country are 
never going to end,” he said. 
“There's always going to be a 
generation gap and there's al- 
ways going to be differences 
between the races and between 
the religions.” [Question 5.]^ 
“The:* problem is trying to 
mute those differences, to miti- 
gate them to the greatest ex- 
tent possible and to develop 
a dialogue,” he added. He said 
he was particularly “concerned” 
about his relations with the 
youth, but suggested they 
would improve as he brought 
the war in Vietnam to a close, j 
On other major domestic! 
matters, the President made; 
these comments: 

<1 Announced the appoint-! 
ment of Donald Rumsfeld, 
thought to be a moderate, to 
full-time status on his White 
House staff as a counselor to 
the President. Mr. Rumsfeld’s 
successor as the director of the 
Office of Economic Opportun- 
ity will be Frank Carlucci 3d, 
presently associate director of 
operations for the antipoverty 
program. 

*SSaid that Representative 
George Bush, Republican of 
Texas, who was defeated in a 
bid for the Senate in Novem- 
ber, would be given a high po- 
i sition in the Administration, to 
- be announced tomorrow morn- 
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ing. Mr. Bush is also thought 
to be a moderate Republican. 

^Reaffirmed his strong sup- 
port for the supersonic trans- 
port program, which the Sen- 
ate has rejected and the House 
has approved, in order to keep 
the United States “first in the 
world in commercial aviation." 

<SSaid that he would use Fed^ 
eral leverage to promote racial 
integration in the suburbs 
“only to the extent that the 
law requires." 

Emphasis Differs 

According to some reports, 
the Administration has not 
been eager to go as far as 
George Romney, Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment, in using the resources of 
the Federal Government to in- 
tegrate the suburbs. 

Mr. Nixon said that 'he would 
not provide aid to Federal 
housing programs in com- 
munities that practice discrimi- 
nation and have, “taken no 
steps to remove it.” 

However, he said, “forced 
integration of the suburbs is 
not in the national interest” 
and he declared that he would 
not use the power of the Fed- 
eral Government or Federal 
funds to compel integration. 

Mr. Nixon, who not previ- 
ously commented on the 10- 
week-old Scranton Committee 
report, said he had read it, 
and “it is certainly not pab- 
lum.” Without disclosing any 
details of his impressions of 
the report, he said he had writ- 
ten to Mr. Scranton and that 
the letter would be released 
shortly. 

Mr. Scranton, reached by 
phone at his home in Scranton, 
Pa., said that the letter had 


not reached him yet. Because 
of the rail strike, he said, “I. 
wouldn’t be surprised if I didn’t 
get it until Monday.” 

Ffe said it was impossible for 
him to comment on the Presi- 
dent’s letter because “I honest- 
ly don’t know what’s in it.”; - 

Washington -sources familiar 
with drafts of the response said 
tonight that these were gen- 
erally approving of the com- 
mission report^ but “somewhat 
defensive” concerning the 
recommendations addressed to 
the President. 

The commission has said its 
most important recommenda- 
tion was that the President 
must give moral leadership 
against campus-centered social 
hostility. 

The draft language was de- 
scribed as’ “very supportive” of 
other recommendations, es- 
pecially those addressed to uni- 
versities and to law enforce- 
ment agencies. 

The news conference came 
after a week of rising criticism 
among reporters and other ob- 
servers here on Mr. Nixon’s 
silence on many major subjects 
since his last news conference 
in Los Angeles on July 30. 
When asked about the infre- 
quency of his appearances be- 
fore the press, Mr. Nixon said 
that he had tried to inform the 
American people in many dif- 
ferent ways. 

However, he went on, he 
said he would be “open to sug- 
gestions” as to how he could 
enlarge his contacts with 
newsmen — not necessarily by 
having more televised news 
conferences but by having 
more informal sessions in his 
office and perhaps even pri- 
vate interviews, a practice he 
has tended to avoid 


The President described as 
“legitimate” criticisms of re- 
marks, that he had made about 
the Mylai incident, Charles 
Manson and the black militant, 
Angela Davis. Mr. Nixon had 
suggested all three were guilty 
of crimes before or during 
their trails. 

Mr. Nixon was asked at sev- 
thought his personal campaign- 
ing and his party’s emphasis on 
the law and order issue had 
yielded political dividends. For 
the first time since the elec- 
tions, he did not say that they 
had. 

“I feel it is my responsibility 
as President to do everything 
I can to work for the election 
of men who will help support 
me in keeping the pledges that 
I made to the American people 
when I ran for President. . , . 
Havjing done that, however, it 
is now my responsibility, now 
that the people have spoken, to 
work with those men and those 
women elected by the people 
in 1970.” 

Then he said that “under 
support third-party- candidates 
against Republicans who dis- 
agreed with major parts of his 
policies. 

Asked how much dissent he 
would be willing to tolerate in 
his party, Mr. Nixon conceded 
that he valued party unity at 
election time. 

“I have always felt that -it 
was very important for a 
party to be as united as it 
possibly could be, particularly 
as we go into a national elec- 
tion,” he said. 

But he said that he would 
support all Senate Republicans 
running in 1972, adding: 

“And some of them are, as 
you know, members of what 
is called the liberal wing of 
the party.” 


